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Higher Order Thinking Skills 

Dec 10, 2009 Volume 11 

Try an Instant Challenge in your classroom to promote creative problem solving and team building. 

Challenge 1 Chopstick Chain
Create a chain by linking 20 paper clips together.  Giving each team member just one pencil, and with no permission to speak, 
try unlinking all the paperclips in the quickest time possible.

Challenge 2- Body Builders
Design a logo for your team and then create it by using your team member's bodies.

Challenge 3 - Waterway
Get two plastic cups.  Fill one up with water and then place them 6' apart.  Given only a spoon, a straw and a tissue paper, 
transfer the water from one cup to the other, without moving the cups!

Challenge 4 - Kamakaze
Set up a 5' track on the top of a table(s).  Using the usual materials (balloons, envelopes, popsicle sticks etc) design a vehicle 
that will go down the track and will stop as close to the edge of the table as possible without it falling off.  You have three 
attempts! 

Challenge 5- A Modern Fairy Tale
Using one piece of paper you have 5 minutes to write and perform a 3 minute skit an original story with an fresh and unusual 
lesson about good behavior. 

Challenge 6- How the Cookie Crumbles
Build an artistic sculpture out of 21 cookies.  Then, by only touching one cookie, lift the sculpture off the table!

Challenge 7- Life Raft
Get your entire team standing on a single piece of poster paper.  No team member may touch the ground.

Challenge 8 - Floating Feather
Given only a shoe, 5 tissue papers, a magnifying glass and a balloon, keep a feather floating in the air and at least two feet off 
the ground for five minutes.  The feather may be hit to be lifted higher into the air, but it may not rest on any of the items - it must 
'float in the air'. 

Challenge 9 - Clockworks
Three team members must create some form of 'clock' with their bodies.  The rest of the team must present an opera about 
anything.  The clock team members must show how the clock works at normal speed, and the rest of the team must perform 
their story.  But if the clock team members speed up the clock, the rest of the team perform faster as well.  If the clock starts to 
work in reverse, so must the performance!  And if the clock completely freezes...you guessed it!

Challenge 10 - Hat Trick
Have each team member wearing different and interesting hats.  The team mime a story with passengers on a train.  The 
personality of each passenger depends on the hat they are wearing.  During the presentation the train will become bumpy and 
everyone's hats will get mixed up.  The team will show how the passengers on the train act, now that they have a new 
personality hat. 

For more instant challenges go to Gifted and Talented Website:click on Creative Pursuit 
http://t4.jordan.k12.ut.us/gandt/index.php
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