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What are Anchor Activities? 
 Anchor activities are purposeful activities that extend and review skills. They also 
deepen student understanding of content and enrich the skills students need to acquire. 
Anchor activities offer meaningful self-directed activities for students. 
 
When and how can Anchor Activities be used? 
 Anchor Activities may be used: 

• • as students enter the classroom in the morning (morning work). 
• • as students complete an assignment or learning task earlier than      

            other students. 
• • when students complete a learning center activity. 
• • as whole class assignments 
• • as small group or individual assignments while the teacher is  

            instructing small groups of students. 
• • with all students, but may be tiered to meet the different readiness  

            levels. 
• • interdisciplinary for use across content areas. 
• • any other time during the day that the teacher feels appropriate. 

 
How are Anchor Activities managed? 
 Anchor Activities may be managed with: 

• • point values 
• • rubrics 
• • checklists 
• • random checks 
• • on-task behaviors 
• • as a percent of the student’s final grade 
• • as a portfolio check 
• • a teacher and student conference 
• • peer reviews 
• • anecdotal records 
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How can Anchor Activities be organized? 
 Anchor Activities can be organized in many ways such as: 

• • Colored bins (according to complexity levels, by subject, etc…) 
• • Pocket charts that have spaces large enough for papers, file folders,  

            etc… 
• • On shelves or in drawers that students have easy access to. 
• • In backpacks or shoulder bags 

 
 

Implementation of Anchor Activities in order to teach small groups of students: 
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  


