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Read Write Think is a great website. There are many lesson plans already done for
you. Below is a sample of a lesson for cause and effect using the book The Day

[immy’s Boa Ate the Wash. To get a more detailed lesson plan go to
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources
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OVERVIEW

This lesson introduces the concept of cause and effect with Trinka Hakes Noble's books about Jimmy
and his boa constrictor. Each lesson begins with the teacher reading a new story about Jimmy and his
boa and the chaos they bring to each place they visit. Class discussions about each event and its
cause are followed by tasks for the students to help illustrate understanding of the concept.
Students create cause-and-effect pictures, puzzies, and flow charts as they explore the genre. As a
culminating activity, students write their own book with causes and effects, which are assessed with
a rubric.
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FEATURED RESOURCES

Causes and Effects in the Jimmy's Boa Books: This chart provides a handy guide to cause and effect
in Noble's books.

Book Rough Draft: Students use this graphic organizer to plan their cause and effect book.

Book Handout: This page provides a place for students to draw a picture of the cause and the
effect, as well as writing line for text.

T back to top

lof2 AINI103: 22 PM

Gifted and Talented Specialist
Valerie Allen-801-254-8047/South Area
GayeLynn Carling-801-446-3200/North Area
Collette Justesen-801-567-8405/Title I
Deanna Taylor-801-567-8406/Literacy K-3




Causes and Effects in the Jimmy’s Boa Books

The Day Jimmy's Boa Ate the Wash

Cause

Effect

Jimmy took his boa into the hen
house to meet the farm animals.

Jimmy’s boa constrictor scared the
hens.

Jimmy'’s boa constrictor scared the
hens.

A hen got excited and laid an egg
on Jenny’s head.

A hen got excited and laid an egg
on Jenny’s head.

We started throwing eggs.

We ran out of eggs to throw.

We threw corn at each other, and
the pigs didn't have anything else
to eat.

We threw corn at each other, and
the pigs didn't have anything else
to eat.

Pigs were eating the lunches.

Pigs were eating the lunches

Pigs were on the bus.

The farmer was busy yelling at the
pigs to get off the bus.

The farmer crashed into the
haystack.

The farmer crashed into the
haystack.

The haystack fell on the cow.

The haystack fell on the cow.

The cow started crying.

Jimmy’s boa was eating the wash.

The farmer’s wife stared
screaming.
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